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overawed Congress, and at this time is setting
at defiance laws which it does not approve. It
is a national organization, with ramifications
everywhere. It holds annual sessions, has an
executive council, which meets in secret, and is
clothed with power to collect large sums of
money and to disburse the same for purposes
which are not made public. It is the architect
of our present financial structure. They have
built it to suit the cupidity of the usurer and so
as to administer to the devouring appetite of
money ghouls, rather than to serve the legiti-
mate wants of business and trade. They have
made it a snare, a delusion, and a rack of tor-
ture to those who are content to accumulate
wealth by production, and it has proved a bed
of quicksand to business energy and honest
thrift."218

The second session of the Fiftieth Congress,
which was Weaver's last period of service at
"Washington, lasted from December 3, 1888, to
March 2, 1889. Being the short session it was
devoted largely to the passage of appropriation
bills. Weaver again attracted the attention of
the country, as he had in 1880 by his fight for
the consideration of his resolution against the
refunding of the national debt. At this time he
led a filibuster in the House which resulted in
the passage of the Oklahoma Bill in the face of
strong opposition.
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